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In the Year of the Wood Snake, 
the Automobile Association 
Philippines’ Advocacy Depart-
ment pushes forward with its 
mission to create safer streets 
for all road users.  A more im-
pactful 2025 lies ahead, backed 
by a stronger collaboration that 
further reinforces its goals for 
road safety.

AAP Advocacy, in partner-
ship with the Shell Pilipinas 
Corporation, will continue its 
BiyaHero Program that instills 
the importance of visibility on 
the road. This partnership has 
engendered projects over the 
years that help pedestrians be 
BiyaHero -- heroes on the road. 

As of 2023, the BiyaHero 
Program has benefited 24 ba-
rangays, 36 schools, and more 
than 16,260 recipients providing 
essential support and opportu-

AAP Continues Creating  
Safer Streets for All This 2025

nities to enhance community 
development and educational 
growth. A purposeful 2025 lines 
up the following programs:

•	 Stay Bright for Kids and 
Community Leaders 
Campaign

•	 TODA na ‘to
•	 Motorcycle Riders

•	 Kita Kita Ka-Bisikleta
The programs foster a spirit 

of service and unity that create 
a positive change in the com-
munity. A more responsible 
2025 drives the Volunteerism 
program. AAP Advocacy will 
continue to engage volunteers 
in road safety campaigns and 

advocacy for support that will 
help to significantly reduce 
road crashes and promote a cul-
ture of responsible driving and 
pedestrian safety.

The road safety programs 
emphasize the role of drivers, 

that learning to be more effi-
cient and responsible should 
start with them.  A crucial un-
derstanding of this role will 
equip individuals with 
the essential knowledge 
and mindset to become 

First members of the Volunteerism Program: Community youth 
leaders who pledged support to the AAP Road Safety program  
with AAP Advocacy head Cynthia Reyes (4th from right).

Ford Motor Company BGC employees and AAP Advocacy head 
Cynthia Reyes (seated, 3rd from right) pose for a photo after the 
AAP Road Safety and Driver Training Program. This program will 
continue to promote a culture of responsible driving this 2025 in 
collaboration with public and private organizations.

A Road Safety participant, Isabil 
de Lemos (center), receives her 
Certificate of Completion from 
AAP Advocacy head Cynthia 
Reyes (right) and Shell Pilipinas 
Corporation’s Calapan City 
Program Officer Maezel Carden 
during the BiyaHero Commu-
nity Training on Road Safety at 
Calapan City, Oriental Mindoro 
on May 11, 2024. Through a 
collaborative effort of AAP and 
Shell Philippines, the BiyaHero 
Program will continue to instill 
the importance of visibility on 
the road in communities and 
schools.
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AAP CONTINUES CREATING SAFER STREETS FOR ALL THIS 2025
safe, responsible 
drivers. AAP Ad-
vocacy will also 

adapt driver’s education as a life-
saving investment – one that not 

only teaches traffic regulations, 
but also instills defensive driving 
techniques that could save lives.

After discovering a 23.53% in-
crease in road crashes in Bacolod, 

with most incidents occurring near 
schools along busy highways, AAP 
Advocacy is implementing the 
Bacolod City Traffic Safety School 
Zone program. This initiative aims 

to prioritize and enhance the 
safety of students in schools situ-
ated near high-traffic areas.

We can also look forward to a 
rhythmic 2025 as AAP Advocacy 

is preparing to orchestrate a cap-
tivating musical symphony de-
signed to infuse the vital message 
of road safety into children’s lives. 

Stay tuned for more updates. 

Follow the AAP Advocacy 
Department on their official 
Facebook page @aaproadsafe-
ty or visit our website at @aap.
org.ph.

When I was recently inter-
viewed by ABS-CBN about an 
accident along Taft Avenue, 
Manila, some of the reac-
tions were so polarized that 
I thought it might escalate 
into a fistfight.

As a public figure, I have 
grown accustomed to crit-
icism. Initially, it can be ir-
ritating, but over time, you 
learn to smile and even be 
amused. My daughter was 
quick to remind me not to 
engage with detractors, cau-
tioning me that doing so 
would only fuel the debate 
further. Stirring the hornet’s 
nest was enough.

In contrast, my previous 
interviews on road safety, 
driver discipline, and pe-
destrian awareness would 

The Automobile Association 
Philippines (AAP), as the sole 
governing body for four-
wheeled motorsports in the 
country, renewed its com-
mitment to promoting the 
local motorsport scene with 
the release of the 2025 Cal-
endar of Events. 

The AAP Motorsports 
2025 Calendar of Events, 
posted on the AAP official 
Facebook page, features an 
exciting lineup of competi-
tions throughout the year. 
Highlights include the start 
of the Philippine Rallycross 
(PHRX) Series and the high-
ly-anticipated Vios Cup, 
along with other thrilling 
events that showcase the 
passion and skills of the 
local motor sport partici-
pants.  

You can visit AAP Mo-
torsports’s official Facebook 
account @aapmotorsports 
for more information and 
updates, and to see the full 
2025 Calendar of Events. 

PHILIPPINE RALLYCROSS 
SEASON BEGINS IN CAVITE 
Right after ending its 

2024 season on January 18, 
2025, the PHRX immediate-
ly dove into its 2025 season 
with the launch of Round 
1 last February 1. The fresh 
new track at Arden Botani-
cal Gardens in Tanza, Cavite 

EYES ON THE ROAD
JOE FERRERIA
AAP President

Changing the Road Safety Mindset: A Call to Action
When the light turns green, drivers can run over people on the pedestrian lane?

typically receive polite acknowl-
edgment. People would mention 
seeing me on TV or hearing me 
on the radio, but rarely did they 
engage in meaningful discus-
sions about the issue.

However, one thing remains 
clear amid the noise: Many peo-
ple are still unaware of the fun-
damentals of road safety.

The law may grant motor-
ists the right of way when the 
light turns green, but does that 
give drivers the right to run over 
people on the pedestrian lane? 
In the recent accident, video 
footage shows that the driver 
was already speeding past two 
or three corners before the inci-
dent. A high-powered motorcy-
cle can accelerate to 100 km/h in 
just four seconds and reach top 
speeds of over 300 km/h.

This highlights a critical is-
sue: the problem isn’t just the 
law—it’s the driving mindset. 
Many drivers treat road rules 
as mere suggestions rather than 
strict guidelines to ensure safety.

Take, for example, the yellow 
intersection boxes. Even when 
the traffic light turns green, driv-
ers should not enter the box if 
the lane ahead is congested. Do-
ing so only results in gridlock. In 
some areas, traffic officers effec-
tively manage this situation, but 
without consistent enforcement, 
it quickly spirals into chaos—a 
“carmageddon.”

Interestingly, driver behav-
ior changes in places like Bon-
ifacio Global City (BGC), where 
motorists often stop—even with 
a green light—to allow pedes-
trians to cross safely. Why does 

this happen? The answer is sim-
ple: consistent enforcement.

Stories of traffic discipline at 
Clark Air Base under American 
administration further prove 
this point. Drivers strictly fol-

lowed speed limits, stop signs, 
no-parking zones, and traffic 
lights. Yet once outside the base, 
many reverted to their reckless 
driving habits.

If we truly want safer roads, 
it requires two things: strong 
enforcement and a fundamental 
shift in driver mindset. Our poor 
road safety culture stems from a 
lack of proper education, starting 
from the licensing process itself.

Changing people’s behavior 
usually requires either a personal 
tragedy or a major life-changing 
experience—both of which are 
beyond our control. What we can 
control, however, is education.

We must start early, inte-
grating road safety education 
into elementary and high school 
curricula. It is a long-term solu-
tion, but one that promises last-

ing benefits.
To address this, the Au-

tomobile Association of the 
Philippines (AAP) Advocacy 
Department, led by Cynthia 
Reyes, is planning a compre-
hensive 2025 program to im-
merse an entire city or town 
in road safety education. 
Mandaluyong has been cho-
sen as the pilot city. Our inter-
nationally recognized “Stay 
Bright Program” for children 
will be at the forefront of this 
initiative. Experts will ini-
tially run the program, after 
which trained volunteers will 
take over to ensure its conti-
nuity year after year.

If we want safer roads, we 
all need to take part. VOLUN-
TEER. Together, we can drive 
change—one step at a time.

AAP MOTORSPORTS RELEASES ACTION-PACKED 2025 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
proved to be an exciting new 
experience for the 50 entries 
that competed.

According to PHRX Orga-
nizer Olson Camacho, the new 
track, apart from being the 
kick-off track for the season, 
will also be used as training 
grounds for rally driver stu-
dents. The course is a mix of 
tarmac and dirt that spans two 
kilometers.

Camacho said “This track 
has all the aspects: up, down, 
sweeping, rolling U-turn—it’s 

The Automobile Association 
Philippines will hold the 94th 
AAP Annual General Member-
ship Meeting and Elections in 
hybrid setup on Thursday, 
April 24, 2025, at 2:00 p.m. at 
Celebrity Sports Plaza, Que-
zon City.

The GMM will be held 
in-person and will be broad-
cast on AAP’s official Face-
book page. AAP will e-mail in-
vitations to the hybrid event 
so that AAP members can 
pre-register.

Nominations to the  
AAP Board

In preparation for this 
year’s GMM and annual elec-
tions, the AAP Nominations 

Everyone dreams of an unex-
pected magical moment that 
takes them by surprise. From 
anticipation to excitement, 
the journey of the following 
winners is nothing short of 
inspiring. Over the past four 
years, seven cars have been 
awarded, as the Automo-
bile Association Philippines 
(AAP) continues its tradition 
of turning grand raffle cou-
pons into triumphs. Here are 
these winners’ stories and 
the numbers that changed 
their lives.

The pandemic didn’t stop 
the AAP from providing more 
than just roadside assistance 
to its members. In 2021, the 
National Auto Club resumed 
its tradition of raffling off a 
brand-new car at the annual 
general membership assem-
bly.  With the winning e-cou-
pon number 0-0-1-0-4-1-5, 
Constancio Reyes became the 
proud owner of a 2021 AAP 
Limited Edition Toyota For-
tuner.

“Imagine, for just a little 
over Php2,000 AAP mem-
bership fee, you get a chance 
to win a car. Indeed, when 
you run into trouble, AAP is 
always there to help,” said 
Reyes, who had been a mem-
ber for two years. Reyes ex-
tended his heartfelt gratitude 
to the club when AAP presi-
dent Joe Ferreria personally 
delivered the vehicle to his 
residence.

Building on the success 
of the grand raffle revival, 
AAP took excitement to the 
next level the following year 
by raffling off not one, but 
two brand-new vehicles. Two 
lucky members each drove 
home a prize—one drove off 
an AAP Limited Edition Maz-
da Miata and the other, a Su-
zuki Vitara All Grip.

The anticipation was pal-
pable during the AAP 91st An-
niversary Grand Raffle in 2022 

AAP 94TH GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING AND ELECTIONS SET FOR APRIL 24
Committee is accepting nomi-
nations for the 2025-2026 Board 
of Trustees. Regular AAP mem-
bers in good standing (with no 
unpaid obligations) may submit 
their nominations to the Nomi-
nations Committee on or before 
April 10, 2025.

Nominees should meet the 
following criteria:

•Must be a regular AAP 
member for at least one year.

•Must be able and willing 
to devote time and energy to 
attend meetings and activities 
of the AAP as a member of the 
Board of Trustees.

•Must send a brief resume to 
the Nominations Committee, c/o 
AAP Executive Office, 10/F, AAP 
Tower, 683 Aurora Blvd., Quezon 

City 1112, or send your resume 
via email to info@aap.org.ph.

•Must be present online 
or in-person during the AAP 
General Membership Hybrid 
Meeting on April 24, 2025.

•Must pass the evalua-
tion to be conducted by the 
Nominations Committee. The 
evaluation will focus on the 
willingness and availability of 
the nominee to volunteer his/
her time and energy to the as-
sociation.

AAP’s incumbent Board 
of Trustees and Management 
looks forward to the pleasure 
of your participation in the 
General Membership Meeting 
on April 24, 2025, Thursday, at 
2:00 p.m.

The Winning Grand Raffle E-Coupon Numbers:  
Spotlight on Winners

as the winning numbers were re-
vealed. On screen, the e-roulette 
spun, slowing down to unveil the 
lucky sequence: “0-0-2-3-2-3-7.” 
Then, the thrilling announce-
ment—”Eddie Lumanog, you’ve 
won a 2022 AAP Limited Edi-
tion Suzuki Vitara All Grip,” ex-
claimed Caco Tirona, the event’s 
emcee.

The e-roulette spun a second 
time, building suspense before 
revealing the next winner: “0-
3-3-3-7-8. Congratulations Brian 
Donato! You are now the own-
er of a brand-new AAP-Limited 
Edition Mazda Miata MX-5!”

2023 was even grander as 
more lucky winners were added 
to the list. During the first leg of 
the raffle in April, the numbers 
“0-0-1-9-2-9-4” changed the life 
of Rebo Santos. He had been a 
club member for almost two 
years when he won a brand-new 
Nissan Navara on that fateful 
day.

“What I love about AAP is 
that they don’t only do roadside 
assistance and towing services, 
but they also assist people who 
are going on international trips 
through their international driv-
ing permit. So far, I’m happy 
with my membership as every-

one is incredibly helpful, espe-
cially when I’m renewing my 
membership. It’s easy as 1-2-3,” 
said Rebo Santos.

In November of the same 
year, the grand prize, a Honda 
Civic RS Turbo, went to Ronal-
do San Pablo who had the win-
ning coupon number 0031139. 
Through his purchase of AAP 
Insurance, the Civic became not 
just a grand prize—but the gift 
of a lifetime for his son, who 
couldn’t be happier about their 
win.

Giving back the value of AAP 
Membership continued well 
into 2024. For Raul Quismorio, 
the equivalent of his 16 years of 
membership and winning e-cou-
pon number “0-0-4-9-8-4-2” was 
a brand-new Hyundai Tucson in 
amazonite grey.

“One thing that I could say 
about AAP is that in our busi-
ness, it helps a lot. It’s like a 
kind of ease – our sense of re-
lief when trouble comes. I was 
doubtful at first when I found 
out about it, but when I called 
the AAP Manager, Ms. Maricel, 
she said I won, and I’m grateful. 
This is the grandest raffle prize 
that I have ever received. Thank 
you, AAP!” Mr. Quismorio said. 

Christmas came early for 
AAP member Erika Mae Agu-
ba. With her winning e-coupon 
0038983, Aguba with her two 
sons claimed the latest AAP 
Grand Raffle prize last Decem-
ber: a dark turquoise 2024 Toy-
ota Yaris Cross hybrid.

Seven sets of numbers. Sev-
en lives changed forever. Each 
e-coupon held the promise of 
possibility, but for these lucky 
AAP members, it became the 
key to brand-new cars and un-
forgettable moments. As the 
wheels of fortune keep turning, 
who knows? Next time, the win-
ning numbers might be yours.

the perfect training ground for 
current and future rally driv-
ers.”

“The hardest part was the 
finish. The car almost flipped 
after I crossed the finish line. 
But luckily, it went straight up 
again,” said Mike Reyes, who 
won the Open Class and AWD 
Class.

Meanwhile, Evan Marquez, 
who competed with a Volvo 
XC70, expressed his anticipation 
for the next leg. “Since this is 
the first time we are driving the 

Volvo, there’s a lot of learn-
ing experience in terms of 
handling and also harnessing 
the power of the turbo. So, 
more preparation since this 
is just the first leg.”

PHRX Rounds 2 and 3 are 
set to happen on February 22, 
still at the Arden Botanical 
Estate. 

To get more updates on 
the current PHRX season, 
check out their official Face-
book page at @Philippineral-
lycross.

Automobile Association Philippines (AAP) president Joe Ferreria 
(right) personally handed over the key of the 2021 AAP Limited 
Edition Toyota Fortuner to Constancio Reyes, the 90th Anniversary 
Grand Raffle winner, at his residence.

Brian Donato brought the Mazda Miata MX-5 he had won at the 
AAP 91st Anniversary Grand Raffle in April 2024 to the Mazda Fan 
Fiesta at Clark International Speedway in November, and won two 
trophies.

The fully-electric EX30 scored 
a maximum Five-Star Rating 
in the latest round of safety 
testing conducted by The Eu-
ropean New Car Assessment 
Programme (Euro NCAP), ce-
menting Volvo’s longstanding 
and well-known position as a 
leader in automotive safety.

Euro NCAP is a leading 
independent car safety as-
sessment program in Europe 
that helps customers make 
informed decisions about the 
safety performance of cars on 
the market.

The EX30 is as safe as one 
would expect from Volvo. 
With safety systems developed 
through Volvo’s unique safe-
ty knowledge gained from re-
search in real-world accidents 
for over 50 years, it is designed 
to help protect its driver and 
passengers in the event of a 
crash in real life. 

It does so through modern 
restraint technology, as well as 
a structural design that fulfills 
Volvo’s pioneering in-house 
safety requirements. These 
ambitious requirements often 
exceed official testing require-
ments and are designed to pre-
pare cars for various real-world 
scenarios which can sometimes 
be far more complicated than 
standardized testing.

In addition to Volvo’s con-
sistently high standards for 
protective safety, the EX30 also 
comes with an advanced suite 
of active safety features de-
signed to help the driver avoid 
and mitigate collisions or risks. 

VOLVO EX30 GETS 5-STARS IN EURO NCAP SAFETY TESTS
The only fully-electric luxury subcompact SUV  

that earned this accolade
 

The crowning safety fea-
ture of the EX30 is Volvo’s 
advanced Pilot Assist. This 
innovative and intuitive sys-
tem, features steering and lane 
change assist, while managing 
speed and distance to vehicles 
ahead. Designed to aid driv-
ers in various road and traffic 
conditions, this technology en-
hances safety and convenience, 
providing peace of mind and a 
more relaxed driving environ-
ment for everyone on the road.

In the city, the EX30’s In-
tersection Auto Brake is en-
gineered to prevent or lessen 
accidents at intersections by 
automatically stopping the car 
if another vehicle unexpectedly 
crosses the driver’s path. Ad-
ditionally, the EX30 features a 
Door Opening Alert that uses 
visual and audio cues to warn 
the driver if activated. This is 
particularly vital when opening 
the door as a cyclist passes by, 
helping to reduce the ‘dooring’ 
incidents that lead to many 

cycling crashes. Lastly, an ad-
vanced driver alert system 
comes as standard and looks 
out for you when the driver is 
not at their best.

“At HARI, we are fully 
aligned with Volvo’s vision of 
not only providing the safest 
vehicles but also fostering a 
safer environment for every-
one sharing the road,” said Ms. 
Maria Fe Perez Agudo, Vice 
Chairman, President, and CEO 
of Hariphil Asia Resources, Inc., 
the official distributor of Volvo 
Cars in the Philippines

“This commitment is a 
cornerstone of our mission to 
deliver safer roads for all Fil-
ipinos. Together with Volvo, 
we are dedicated to advanc-
ing automotive excellence and 
road safety to meet global stan-
dards,” Agudo said.

OWN ONE TODAY
The Volvo EX30 debuts at 

PHP 2,990,000, delivering ex-
ceptional value as a luxury, 
fully-electric subcompact SUV. 
Experience the future of mo-
bility by booking a test drive 
today. Visit us at Volvo Maka-
ti, Ground Floor, UDC Build-
ing, 2272 Chino Roces Avenue, 
Makati City, 1232.  For inquiries, 
email us at inquiry@volvocar-
sph.com or visit https://www.
volvocars.com/ph to learn 
more.

A rally car races through a lap in Tanza, Cavite in the first round  
of the 2025 Philippines Rallycross Series.

The first half of the AAP Motorsports 2025 Calendar of Events. Including RD 1 of 
the2025 Philippine Rallycross Series (PHRX). 

The second half of the AAP Motorsports 2025 Calendar of Events. 
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In pursuit of its commitment to 
promote the local motorsports 
scene, the Automobile Associ-
ation Philippines has formed a 
partnership with Drift Motor 
Speedway (DMS). 

On February 8, AAP attend-
ed the Growee Karting Clinic 
Showdown & Cammus Philip-
pines Season 2 Race at the flag-
ship branch of DMS in Taytay. 

The race consisted of three 
categories: the Bambino cate-
gory, the Cadet category, and 
the Intermediate category. Rac-
ers as young as three years old 
competed in their respective 
categories, proving their kart-
ing prowess. 

AAP Chief Executive Offi-
cer Mark Desales gave a special 
speech prior to the race, high-
lighting that the future of the 
local motorsport scene looks 
bright. He added a surprise 
announcement: that AAP will 
allot two slots for DMS drivers 

AAP Visits Growee Karting Clinic Showdown  
and Cammus Philippines Season 2 Race

to compete in the upcoming Sri 
Lanka FIA Motorsport Champi-
onship, set to happen in the sec-
ond quarter of the year.

In starting DMS, owner and 
CEO GM Bugayong asked him-
self this question: What if we 

made a facility that caters to the 
family, and at the same time, 
creates a competitive environ-
ment in a very special manner?

Bugayong has more than 20 
years of experience in motor-
sport. He holds the “2002 Driver 

of the Year” title awarded by 
the Philippine Drag Racing Fed-
eration.

Though DMS has only been 
around for two years, Bugay-

Drift Motor Speedway Owner GM Bugayong (left) and AAP Chief 
Executive Officer Mark Desales, who delivered the opening speech 
at the Growee Karting Clinic Showdown. Desales gifted Bugayong 
AAP’s coffee table book FAST LANE which covers the history of 
Philippine motorsport.

A Drift Motor Speedway karting driver stops for a photo op before 
taking to the track.

ong is already proud of the fact 
that they have the privilege of 
teaching young children the 
fascinating world of karting. 
Within those two years, DMS 

The Automobile Association 
Philippines (AAP) announced 
the achievement of the fastest 
time recorded in the country’s 
drag racing history. 

Veteran drag race driver 
Joseph Michael Lim, steering a 
Honda Civic AWD, achieved an 
official time of 7.974 at 186 mph 
during the 1st Round of the 2025 
National Drag Racing Cham-
pionship – Northern Series 
held at the Clark International 
Speedway. 

This historic performance 
represents a remarkable mile-
stone in the sport, making Lim’s 
Honda Civic AWD the fastest 
car in the Philippines. Lim’s pri-
or run in the same round, held 
the day before he recorded his 
fastest time, was at 8.072 which 
he beat in less than 24 hours. 

Ahead of Lim’s re-
cord-breaking runs of 8.072 
and 7.974 seconds, the fastest 
time officially recorded in the 
National Drag Racing Champi-
onship Series was 8.46 seconds, 
set many years ago. 

“The dream was to run 7s. I 
always talk to my suppliers and 
mentors abroad about this, and 
they said it’s going to be dif-
ficult but not impossible. We 
just have to know how to do it, 
know how to tune up the car 
properly,” said Lim. “We were 
able to prove it. We debunked 

AAP Members already en-
joy a plethora of benefits and 
member perks: 24/7 Emergen-
cy Roadside Assistance, 24/7 
Ambulance Service, discounts 
from AAP’s Lifestyle Partners, 
and e-coupons for the AAP 
Grand Raffle, wherein mem-
bers get the chance to bring 
home a brand new car. 

Here’s something new for 
2025: the National Auto Club 
has added another benefit 
to its membership program 

A NEW “FOR AAP MEMBERS ONLY” OFFER: PRE-OWNED PRESTIGE
called ‘Pre-Owned Prestige’. 
This new program is in part-
nership with the Radiowealth 
Finance Company, and pow-
ered by Ton Cars, a quality 
second-hand automotive deal-
ership 

AAP Members may now 
enjoy an exclusive, special 
rate when purchasing vehicles 
from Ton Cars. These quality, 
pre-owned vehicles are all Au-
tocare-certified, meticulously 
checked by AAP to verify their  

roadworthiness and market 
value. 

Check out the official AAP 
page @aaphilippines on Face-
book to learn more about Pre-
Owned Prestige, and to take a 
look at the first five vehicles 
posted under this program. 
Make sure to also check out 
AAP Autocare’s official web-
site at https://autocare.aap.
org.ph/ for more details about 
the available vehicles.

JOSEPH MICHAEL LIM SETS NEW DRAG RACING 
RECORD WITH A 7.974-SECOND RUN

the common belief that this 
is impossible to achieve in the 
Philippines.” 

AAP Steward Fil Gulfin ver-
ified the record-breaking finish, 
certifying Lim and his team’s 
place in drag racing history. 

Lim has been joining 
AAP-sanctioned racing activi-
ties in Bacolod and Cebu since 
the 2000s. He started drag rac-
ing in Manila in 2019 and since 
then has tirelessly pursued his 
dream of achieving a 7-second 
run, culminating in this mo-
mentous event. 

Lim shared his hopes for the 
sport, saying, “I believe that this 
achievement will inspire more 

drivers to aim higher and push 
beyond their limits. Breaking 
the 7.9-second barrier is a his-
toric first for the Philippines, 
and even Thailand has yet to 
achieve a 7-second record in 
drag racing. This proves that 
with determination and the 
right approach, anything is pos-
sible.” 

“This is an excellent mile-
stone as this achievement so-
lidifies the country in the world 
map of drag racing,” said Rikki 
Dy-Liacco, Head of AAP Motor-
sports. “My huge congratula-
tions to Joseph Michael Lim and 
his team who have put their 
heads together to focus on this 
goal. They should be proud and 
we join them in celebrating this 
remarkable feat.” 

Philippine motor sport icon 
Mandy Eduque, AAP Trustee 
and Chairman for Motorsport, 
conveyed his congratulations: 
“On behalf of AAP and its Board 
of Trustees, I would like to con-
gratulate Joseph Michael Lim 
for his record-breaking run of 
7.974 seconds in last weekend’s 
first drag race of the year. His 
accomplishment is a tribute to 
his dedication and hard work 
which is worthy of emulation 
by all motor sport competitors. 
Congratulations again, Joseph 
Michael Lim!”

All-geared-up veteran drag racing driver Joseph Michael Lim  
beside his winning car.

Driving his Honda Civic AWD, Joseph Michael Lim achieved a re-
cord-breaking run of 7.974 seconds.

has already built a successful 
roster of “wonderkids” who 
have competed in both nation-
al and international races.  Just 
last year, his team placed 5th 
out of 31 other countries in the 
T4 National Cup held in Spain. 

In the long run, Bugayong 
aims to continue training chil-
dren as young as three years old, 
and strives to be one of the most 
notable grassroot training facili-
ties for motorsport in the Philip-
pines. “I hope to see my students 
eventually graduate to different 
motorsport disciplines. I strong-
ly believe that it is key to nur-
ture this talent—mixing it with 
passion.” Bugayong says.

You can check out the 
lineup of events that Drift 
Motor Speedway is offering 
on their Facebook page @
driftmotorspeedway. Visit 
their flagship branch at Val-
ley Fair Town Center, Ortigas  
Avenue Ext., Taytay.


