FRIDAY { APRIL 17, 2026
WWWINQUIRER NET

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER .1

AUTOMOBILE /' SSUIGIATION 7

THE MATIC

——

FABULOUS PRIZES UP FOR
GRABS AT AAP'S 93TH

ANNIVERSARY GRAND RAFFLE

he Automebile Association Philip-

pines (AAP} once again confirms the

value of AAP membership by raf-

fling off & brand-new car and four
Majol prizes at its g5 General Mem-
bership Meeting on April 30.

To celebrate its gsth anniversary,
the National Auto Club will give away
a brand-new AAP Limited Edition 2036
Lexus LBY as its grand raffle prize.

The major prizes up for grabs are
a Caltex fuel voucher worth Pgoooo,
a Conecept One Wheels voucher worth
Pro,000, a 302N Bohol Getaway voucher
for two, and an LG StanbyME TV.

Those who WanT Io join the Tafle can

get e-coupons by:
= applying for or renewing AAF Mem-
bership (Associate, Regular, Elite,
and Car Club)
« Oblaining an International Driving
Permit (IDP)
« availing of products and services
from AAF Autocare or AAP Travel
» referring a family or friend through the
AAP Member-Get-Member Program
The promotional period 15 et to run
from March 12, 2026 to April :, 2026
The draw date 15 set to take place dunng
the g5th AAP General Membership
Meeting on Thursday, April 30, 2026. It
will be livestreamed via AAP's Farehook

The All-New

Toyota ATIV HEV

page and conducted in the presence of a
Department of Trade and Industry (DTI)
[EpIESENLEve,

During its g4th Anniversary Year
in 2025, AAP held two separate runs of
the Grand Raffle, the fist in April and
the second in December. AAP membet
Grant Osmond Sy took home & brand-
new Ford Everest 2.0l Spart 432 6AT in
April 2025 while AAP member [an Chiis-
fian Lopez received a brand-new Toyora
Hilux Conguest 482 4/T last December.

To joun, read the full raffle mechan-
1cs on the AAP Facebook page. @aaphil-
ippines and on the AAP website. www.
aap.org.ph
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FOR THE ELEVATIVE YOU

Take the leap with electrified innovation that transforms your everyday
into something greater — the dream drive, now within reach.

PAY LOW

P 179,700

downpayment
To ko mire about peamog of athier Tapots modsts, vt hipsioyata com phipromoEectilisdApdl
Prome runs from Aprl| 15-30, 2026, UT| Fair Trade Permit No, FTES-25 5120 Series of 2026

PAY LIGHT
P 10,741
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The Manila International Auto Show
last week was a showcase of electri-
fied wehicles. From hybrid electric
vehicles (HEVS) plug-in hybrid elec-
tric vehicles (PHEVS), to battery elec-
tric vehicles (BEVs), passenger cars
as well as SUVs, MPVs and pickup
trucks The theme was appropriate
with the fuel crisis we are in which,
as of this wrniting, does not seem fo
have an end in sight Some say three
mote pamful months, but the more
CONBEIVATIVE ANAIYSS 52y it Will take
a year hefore Chings SCATE going back
10 normal. Thar poses a problem for
all of U3, WNerner you are a privare
CAT OWNET o commuter — the sarly
wicTims are the public urility jeepney
drivers. With diesel Tuel doubling in
Dprice, the hapless driver can't even
hreak even. A lot have chiosen 1o just
abandon going our because you end
up losing more than making a living.

Diesel prices in Metro Manila
have risen for fAfteen consecutive
weeks. The latest hikes by major oil
companies effective April 7 pushed
pump prices © between P50 and
Pijo per liter — more than double
what drivers were paying just months
ago, before the Strait of Hormuz dis-
ruptions sent global crude markets
into a spiral For the PU driver feed-
ng & famuly on daify boundary eam-
g, that 13 not an adjustment. [tis a
catastrophe. For the private motonst,
1t 15 & monthly budget shock that sim-
ply wall not go away.

The Writing on the Wall:

Why This Fuel Crisis May Be the Tipping Point for Transport Electrification

MIAS 2026: The Industry Has Al-
ready Declded

‘Walk into the World Trade
Center last week and the answer
1o our energy dependence was on
every floor. The 215t Manila In-
temmational Auto Show, themed
“Powering Mobihty,” brought to-
gether over 500 vehicles from 15
brands — with electrified models
dommanng the floor space. BYD,
Geely, GWM, Chery, [etour, GAC,
Cnangan, Deepal, and Denza all
led with electritied IiMPuUps =pan-
Ting Sedans, CrOSSOVETS, SUVS,
off-roaders, and pickup rrucks
EIECTTiTicATION 1% N0 IONgEr & Nniche
— i1 i5 now the defaulr framing of
The entire induscry

BYD went farthest in making the
point. Beyond launching the Arto
2 EV and previewing the Sealion 7,
the brand completed a Guinness-re-
cord convoy of 2o electrified vehicles
across the entire Philippine archipel-
ago — Luzon tip to Mindanao scuth
— supported by over 6o charging
locations nationwide. Range anyi-
ety, long the most cited barrier to EV
adoption here, is no longer the con-
versation stopper it once was.

‘What the Numbers Tell Us

A mudsize diesel SUY — a For-
tuner, Montero Sport, or Everest
— gets roughly g kmjL in com-
bimed oty and highwey doving
The Alabang-to-Makat round tnip
eoats around PBoo Today The Nu-

EYES ON THE ROAD

JOE FERRERIA

AAR Prasi

vali-io-Makari round ip: nearly
P1750 Monthly, thar is P17.6oo just
in fuel for the Alabang commuren
alone. A comparable batrery electiic
vehicle making the same wips on
home charging (P12-16/kWh) costs
roughly Proo and Pijo respectively
— & structural gap that no roliback
will fully close as long as we remain
dependent on imported fossil fuels.

The Bagulo Test: Where the PHEV
Earns Its Place

For the weekend family drive o
the City of Pines — approximately
270 kilometers door-to-door from
Aleheang via SLEY, NLEX, SCTEX, and
TPLEX — the fuel crisis has turned
& pleasant road tmp into a pamful
exercise in arithmetic. Here 15 what
that journey costs today, side by
side:

That P4.z25 difference is not a small
rounding error. It is a family dinner in
Bapuio. Two nights at a pensien house.
Three weekday commutes from Ala-
bang o Makati And it widens every
week the price of diesel doesn't come
down

A PHEV with a Bo—100 km electric
range handies e bulk of the MManila
leg on Dattery along. The petrol engine
only engages on the expressway and
the mountam ascent Chargs overmight
&L your Baguic hotel — Most now of-
Ter This — and Me remm leg Deging
Ol EIECTTicly again. NO range anyiety.
No behawioral leap of feh. It nils up
AT ATl PErol STATION WHen Needed, Fer
absorhs none of the diesel price shock
thar has made this qualter so punish-
ing.

A Crisis That Should Nor Be Wasted
The worst outcome of any aisis is
to absorb the pain and learn nothing
from it The AAP has always advocan
for the Filipino moterist — for safety,
rights, and econormic wellbeing. Today
that mesns pressing for leduced arifTs

Fuel / energy
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on PHEVs and BEVs, expanded charging
imfrastructure along SLEX and NLEX
corridors, building codes mandating EV-
ready parking, and a credible timeline
for elecuifying public ransport.

The Fuel crisis will ease. Diesel pric-
es will eventually come down. But the
structural vulneramlity this cnsis has
exposed will not disappear with the next
roliback The cars were already at MIAS.
The rechnelogy 12 here. The econonmcs
are compellng and the Bagiuo numbers
Prove it

What the Filipind mOtorsc now
negds and what the AAP will continie
TO push fer is The Policy enviTanment,
The iNfrasmucmure, and the fnancing
mechsnisms 1o make the Dansiton real,
alTordaiie, and equitable for every Fili-
ping who gers beliined the wheel.

The writing is on the wall Ir has
een for some Time. The Tuel erisis has
simply made it impossible to look away.

The author writes on transport policy.
motering advocacy, ahd the future of mo-
Dility. The views expressed represent the
advoracy perspective of the Autornobile
Associution Philinpines.

PHEV Savin,

(round trip) P&,975 P4.225
Tolls tround
trig) ‘ P1.260 [aghelle) — .
Taotal road
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FIA, ITS REGION I (ASIA-PACIFIC) AND THE AUTOMOBILE ASSOCIATION PHILIPPINES HOST ASIA-PACIFIC ROAD
SAFETY LEADERS IN MANILA FOR UNITAR-POWERED FIASAFE MOBILITY 4 ALL & 4 LIFE PROGRAMME

» FIA, FlA Region 11 (Asiza-Pacific) and the
Autcmobile Association Philippines
hosted 16 FIA Member Clubs and
government officials from 15 countries
meluding Beverley C Sabela, Cruef of
Traffic Safety Tramng and Advocacy
Tor e Land Transporation Offce
of the PRilippines in Manilz for me
UNITAR-poweted FIA Safe Mobility 4
All & 4 Life programine.

Launching the programme in FlA
Region [T aims to boost read safety
across Asia-Pacific through traming,
Trentoring, evidence-based action and
STanger collahoranon.

Ne FEETAnoN INTIMaTioNale de FAL-

tomaobile (F14), The global govermng

Dodly Tor TOTOT SpoTT and me fed-

ETATION 0T MODIlTY OTgANisarions
woildwide, Together with FIA Region 11
(Asia-Pacific) and the Automobile Asso-
ciation Philippines (AAF). hosted road
safery leaders from acioss Asia-Paciie ifl
Manila for the second seninar of the F1a
Safe Mobility 4 All & 4 Life programime in
e [egion.

According to the World Health Ot-
BENEZALION, [oad ualic injuries remain a
major challenge across Asia-Pacific, witl
the South-East Asia and Western Pacific
regions accounting for more than half of
plobal road trafic f&Ehtes, highlighting
the wgent need for coordimated action.

Developed by the Fl1A, in collabora-
non with the Umted Natons Instoute
for Tranung and Research (UNITAR) and
wiith the support of the FIA Foundation,
the FLA Sate Moty 4 All and 4 Lafe pro-
BrAmIe ams to support local authorines
&Nl OTEANESATION: WITH TraiNing, METT-
ship, &nd evidence-based &CTions T im-
Prove roar sareTy for all 1sers

Delivered tAIUEN & MIT of in-persan

Seminars. onfine Jearming and mentor-
shiip, i FIA University initiative biings
FIA Member Clubs and govermment au-
[horities Together 1o build capaciry, learm
sitke by side, and develop Dractical rosd
safery projects thal drive meaningful
change with guidance from ingernatonal
EXPErts.

Sessions explored how youth engage-
ment, urban development and innevation
support the Sustzinable Development
Goals and the Decade of Action for Road
Safety, while encouraging partcipants to
apply data-driven strategies and shere
knowledge and expertise across the FlA
network.

Delegates from 16 FlA Regon I
(Asia-Pacific) Member Clubs and gov-
EITUMENT TEPIEsenTANvES TTom acToss 15
COUNTIES il e TERION ook ParT i The
SeNNAT, inclLding AtsTala, Banglanesn,

Cambodia, niia, Tndonesia, Japan, Ey1-
gyzatan, Mongolia, Nepal, the Philippines,
Singapore, 5ri Lanka, Thailand, Uzbeki-
San and Viemanm.

AAP invited Beverley C. Sabela,
Chief of TraMic Safery Training and
Advecacy fof the Land Transportanon
Office of the Philippines, to take part
in the programme, highlighting the
stiengthenesd partnership between the
Club &nd the Philippine government
to launch initiatives aimed at saving
lives on the road.

Augustus ‘Joe’ Ferreria, FLA Region 11
President said: ~By brngng our Member
Chubs together with intemat:onal part-
nets and pelicymakers, we are blding
The Tegional NeTwork of leaders meeded
T0 CTEATE 185N, TaTgible change Tor road
USETS 3CT0SS ATia-Pacinic

“Tharlk you m everyene who joined

AAP STAY BRIGHT GOES TO UNIV

10 line with the Automobile Associa-
Tion Philippimes’ (AAF) commiTment
10 developing road safety practices
among the youth, AAP conducted the
AAP-Shell Biyahero "Stay Bright fol
Kids™ Prograimn at the University of
Batangas — Batangas City Campus Ju-
nier High School on March 13, 2026,

The program formally commenced
with opening atks by Ritchie
Magadia, OIC Principal of the Univer-
sity of Batangas Junicr High School
who warmly welcomed the AAP team
and students. She expressed full sup-
port for the “Stay Bright for Kids" Pro-
gram and underscored the importance
of road safety as an mtegral pare of
WROHITIC STUAent edurarion.

Conrad Farizal, Social Ferformanece
and Social InvesTment Manager and
carporare Relations Adviser of Shell
Filipinas Corporation, emphasized
Shell's commitiment to 1oad safery ad-

Ritchie Magadia, ©IC Principal of the
University of Batangas Junior High
Schoal, highlighted the importance
of road safety during her opaning
remarks at the Stay Bright for Kids
program

Voracy and The value ot school parc-
NErships N developing Tesponsinie
FUTIre road users.

During e discussion, AAP aligned
the "Stay Bright for Kids” module with

Social Parformance and Social
Investment Manager znd Corporate
Relations Adviser of Shell Pilipinas
Corporabon Conrad Panzal
emphasized Shell's dedication to
community dewvaloprment and fostenng
road safety awaraness among young
learmers.

the schoal's ~STudents Today, Road
Users Tomaorrew (STRUT) program,
iNTegrating it inwo the existing curric-

us over thes: twi days, you have demaon-

Road Safery and Glolal Advocacy said:
"We have a collective responsibility to
ensLire thart 0o road user is It belind as
we wotk walds safer mobility systems
worldwide.

“The FIA Safe Mobility 4 All & 4 Life
PIOEIAIITE Supports evidence-based and
scalable road safety solutions, tanslating
global priorities into practical actions tai-
lored o regional &nd natonal needs ©

About FIA Region [ [Asia-Pacific) Mem-
ber Club attendees

Representing road users from across

the region, FlA Region I (Asia-Pacificy

Member Chibs Attendsd from:

- Australia (415Talian Auromobile Asso-

cinan and member The Royal Antomo-

bile Chb of Tasmanial;

- Bangladesh (Automohile AssoCiaTion of

Rangladeshj;

- Calnbodia (Aumimobile Association of

Cambaidia)

- Tdlia {Fedetarion of [ndian Aumnmobie

strated Now, MTougn ¢ 0, inno-
vation and accountability, we can accel-
erare progress towards safer and more
susCainabibe mobility [or everyone.”

Alex Mejia, Direcror of UNITAR's

ASSDCTAGONG),

- (Tkatan Motoy
- Japan (Japan Automobile Federation);

- Ky1gyZstan (Auro Motor Sport and Road
Salery Fedegation)
o [

Division for People and Social Develop:
et sald:

“Achieving sustainable and enduring
road safety outcomes requires collabo-
ration and knowledge-shating across re-
giomns.

“Whth this edition of the FLA Safe Mo-
bility 4 All & 4 Life progranime, we hope
10 eMpower government leaders and FLA
Clubs m Asia-Faafic with the skills and
tools reguired to umplement effective
TO&M SATETY STACRRIES TOT Theil Communi-
Ties. WE are in this Tgerner. And we are
COMIMITTED 10 33Ving lives”

Stefano Anumirari, FIA Director for

-

-

i

AMP Advorscy head Cynthia Reyes
led the Stay Bright fior Kids program
gt the University of Batangas,
batangas City on March 13, 2026

ulum. This cellaboration remforces
AAF'S COMMITIMENT [0 STTENGTNEN road
safely AWAreness and responsible
Toad-1sE Nabirs among sodenrs.
Cynihia G. Reyes, AAF Advocacy
nead, ourlined the objecrives of the
AAP-Shell Biyahero Program and

L [ i Ido-
worcycle Sports Federation),
- Nepal (Wepal Automobiles’ Association)
- The Phillppines [Autmmobile Associa-
tion Philippines),
- Singapore {Automobile Association of
Singepore, Motor Sports Singapore),
- Sri Lanka (Automobile Association of
Ceylon),
-Thailend (The Roval Autorobile Associ-
ation of Thadand),
- Uzhekistan (Natonal Autosport & Karm-
ing Federation ot Uzbakistany
- VIEtnam (Aummabile ASoranon of
VIETam)|

ERSITY OF BATANGAS

explained how the STRUT initiative
SUPPOITS STIARNTS i1 becoming know|-
edgeable and [esponsible road users.

The session Was conducted with
350 Grade 10 students in atiendance.
Despite some Students joining <oii-
current school activities, AAP ensured
that all participants received road
safety materials, including AAP-Shell
shirts, road safety shirts, booldets, and
reflective keychains.

Following the lecture, AAP con-
ducted & poster-makang contest where-
by three selected parncpants had ten
munutes to dlustrate key lessons from
e session, while the rest of the stu-
dents completed a post-test The results
will contribure T AAFS MOMTOTINgG,
Evaluarion, and Learning (MEL) proeess,
ENabliTg The OTEATHZATION 10 435853 The
PIOGTAT'S EMecTvensss and ims
IMPACT o1 TUCent understand-
ing of reai safery.

B23
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99TH AAP GENERAL MEMBERSHIP HYBRID MEETING AND ELEGTIONS SET FOR APRIL 30

The Automobile Association
Philippines will hold the ggth
AAP Annual General Member-
ship Meeting and Elections in
hybrid format on April 30, 2026,
Thursday at 2:00 pr.

The GMR will be conducted
in person and simultaneously
livestreamed on AAP's official
Facebook page.

To ensure the comfort, safe-

AAP STAY BRIGHT GOES TO UNIVERSITY OF BATANGAS

ty. and orderly conduct of the
meeting, in-person attendance
will be limited. Invitations to
the hybrid event will be sent via
email to AAF members to facili-
tate pre-registration.

MOMINATIONS TO

THE AAP BOARD
In  preparanions  for this
vears GMM and annual elec-

tions, the AAP Hominations
Comumnittee is accepting nonina-
tions for the 2c26-2027 Board of
Trustees. Regular AAP members
in good standing (with no unpaid
obligaticns) may submit their
nomipations to the Mominations
Conmunittee on or before Apuil 15
2016,

Monunges should meet the
following criteria:

* Must be a regular AAP mem-
ber for at lzast one year

* Must be a mermber of AAP in
good standing

= Must be able and willing 1o de-
vote time and ensrgy to attend
mestings and activities of the
AAP as a member of the Board
of Trustees

» Must send a bref resume to
the Nommmatons Comnuttee,

AAP HEHEWS I:[INTHAI:T WITH UAAGI

/o AAP Executive Office, 10/F.
AAP Tower, 683 Aurora Bhvd.,
Quezon City, 112, or send your
resume via email to infogaap.
org.ph

* Must be present online oo
in-person during  the AAP
General Membership Hybrid
Mesting on April 30, 2026

» hust pass the evaluation to be
conducted by the Nominanons

Committee. The evaluation
will focus on the willingness
and availability of the nomi-
nee to velunteer hisfher time
and energy to the association.
AAP's incumbent Board of
Trustees and Management look
forward to your participation
at the ggth General Member-
ship Meeting on April 3o, 2026,
Thursday, at 2:00 pm

ERRATUM

FEBRUARY 19, 2026

In the news article 'AAF and UAAGI Renews
Bartnership’, published in the Automobile
Association Philippine (AAPYS 2026 February
zsupplemeant in the Philippine Daily lnquirer,
published last February 13, 2026, Jetour was
named a5 one of the brands included in the

The program con

Fmﬂz.z cluded with heartrelr
clasing remarks Trom

Famela © Barairo, Head of Mathe-
marics/EsP of the junior High School
Deparmment. She underscored rthe

and proactive, renunding them rhar
AWATETIESS ANd Compliance with roac
safery rules are essential [0 profect-
ing thermselves and others.

The successful implemenraion
of the Stay Bright for Kids Program

importance of instilling 1oad safery
awareness ameng students, noting
bow AAP initiatives complement
academic learning and promote re-
sponsible behavior both inside and
outside the classroom. Barairo also
encouraged students to apply what
they had learned in their daily lives
and 1o serve as advocates of road
safety in theit communities.

Nilo Aguba, head of the AAP Legal
Deparoment, also delivered  closing
remarks, emphasizing the legal and
ethical responsibilinies of road users
and remforcng the role of laws and
regulations in promoting safe be-
naviors. Aguba also encouraged the
STUdents 0 be Vigilant, responsinie,

ar the University of Batangas reflecrs
AAP's strong partnership with the
school in advancing road safety ed-
ucation that was made possible with
the coordination of AAP volunteer
Matthew Mendoza and University of
Batangas Seniol High Schoeol student
Roxanne Ilao Ramos.

This AAP - Shell Stay Bright for
Kids initiative maintains a sustained
effort to educate young learners on
road safety. The program will con-
tinue across different grade levels,
ensuring that more students are
equpped with the knowledge and
responsibility necessary to become
safe and responsible road users
the Turure
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ds that are Included in this
re as follows:

AAP would like to sincerely apologize
for thi= oversight on our snd. AAP highly
values its partnership with all its automotive
partrers, and we would like o
moving forward, an error as cf

nsure that
cal as this

mads again

le has now been edited to

w instead, as it currently has
the highest number of enrolled units under
ALP's Emergency Roadside Ass

tance (ERS)

Weonce again would ke to spologze for
this serious error on our end.
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