AAP URGES CAREFUL STUDY OF MMDA’S NEW TRAFFIC VOLUME REDUCTION PROPOSALS
In the “Talk to the People” briefing aired on March 29, 2022, the Metropolitan Manila
Development Authority (MMDA) presented to the President two new Traffic Volume Reduction schemes
that the MMDA said would significantly reduce the number of vehicles plying the roads of Metro Manila.
The first proposal, the 50% Traffic Reduction Odd-Even Scheme, will ban cars with license plates
ending in 1, 3, 5, 7 and 9 from public roads from 7AM-10AM and 5PM-8PM on Mondays and Thursdays.
Meanwhile, cars with license plates ending in 2, 4, 6, 8 and 0 are prohibited from using public roads during
the same hours on Tuesdays and Fridays. On Wednesdays, all vehicles will be allowed to use public roads.
The second proposal, the 40% Modified Number Coding Scheme, recommends banning private
vehicles from using public roads two days out of the weekday during the rush hours.
Additionally, daylight saving time and a four-day work week have been proposed for government
offices.
These recommendations came after the MMDA hosted a multi-sectoral traffic summit where
participants agreed that private car volume in Metro Manila should be reduced. MMDA Chairman
Romando Artes cited data that out of the 300,000 new motor vehicles sold in 2021, 60 to 70 percent enter
Metro Manila.
Reducing traffic volume will be challenging given that: (1) the government is pushing for
conglomerates to return to offices (RTO), even requiring BPOs to a full RTO by April 1; (2) more schools
are resuming face-to-face classes; and (3) provincial buses are now allowed on EDSA.
The Automobile Association Philippines (AAP) understands that immediate solutions are required
to solve the perennial problem of Metro Manila traffic congestion. However, the proposals need to be
carefully examined in the context of the issues mentioned above. We are being asked to help reopen the
economy post-pandemic, but our mobility, which is crucial to economic growth, will be limited.
AAP suggests that the government reconsider the Original Number Coding Scheme implemented
prior to the pandemic since this scheme is already widely known and understood by the public. It provides
a balance between the need to boost the economy and the need to reduce traffic volume.
Furthermore, AAP urges the government to improve the public transport system as a long-term
solution. Recent situations have spotlighted the dire need to implement sustainable solutions for our
public transport woes, otherwise we doom ourselves to worsening traffic congestion.
As AAP has advocated time and again, we should be moving people, not cars. We have seen what
an efficient and effective public transport system does for other countries and how it makes all the
difference. Based on the 2018 Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) report, there would be a
P3.5 billion difference gained in income and opportunities per day for the Philippines if only people
weren’t stuck in traffic all the time.
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