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AAP President Augustus “Joe”
Ferreria has been elected as
the new president of the FIA

Region II (Asia-Pacific), a mile-
stone that further strengthens
the Automobile Association
Philippines’ (AAP) role in shap-
ing mobility and motor sport
priorities across the region. His
election was confirmed during
the FIA Asia-Pacific (APAC)
Congress and Region II Ple-
nary in Chiang Mai, Thailand,
held from October 8 to 10, 2025,
where key FIA member clubs
convened under the theme, “In-
novate. Integrate. Accelerate:
Driving a sustainable future for
Mobility and Sport.”

Ferreria succeeds outgo-
ing Region II President Greig
Craft of AA Vietnam, who was
recognized during the plenary
for his leadership and service.
The election of a new Execu-
tive Committee, with Ferreria
at the helm, signals a renewed
push for stronger collabora-
tion among Region II clubs in
addressing shared concerns—
road safety, sustainability,
tourism, and grassroots motor
sport development—while also

AAP President’s Region II Win Caps
Philippine Auto Club’s Active FIA Year

embracing emerging tools such
as artificial intelligence to sup-
port club operations and com-
munications.

At the ChiangMai Congress,
Region II clubs exchanged in-
sights with partners such as
the International Road Assess-
ment Program (iRAP) and the
FIA Foundation, reinforcing a
collective commitment to saf-
er, more affordable, and sus-
tainable mobility. Workshops
covered regional road safety

priorities, strategic sport event
planning, and environmental
sustainability. Mobility and
sport delegates also jointly ex-
plored initiatives that can be
localized across Asia-Pacific.
The congress further highlight-
ed the FIA Affordable Cross Car
project, underscoring the fed-
eration’s drive to make motor
sport more accessible through
entry-level platforms.

Momentum from Chiang
Mai carried into the Region

II Ideas Forum and Business
Planning Session in Tokyo on
November 12–13 hosted by the
Japan Automobile Federation
(JAF). The meeting brought
together Region II leaders
and FIA executives to review
achievements over the last four
years and craft a roadmap for
the next cycle. Priorities that
emerged included advancing
FIA initiatives such as Safe Mo-
bility 4 All & 4 Life, strengthen-
ing cross-border coordination
among clubs, exploring travel
and tourism collaborations,
and opening new commercial
pathways for sustainability and
growth.

Ferreria’s election comes
at a time when AAP has been
actively engaging in major FIA
programs throughout 2025.
These include Safe Mobility 4
All & 4 Life (SM4A4L), recently
launched in Region II in part-
nership with UNITAR and sup-
ported by the FIA Foundation.
The program equips FIA clubs
and government stakeholders
with practical tools to design
evidence-based road safety
projects through seminars, on-
line learning, and mentorship,
while promoting the Safe Sys-
tem approach to reducing road
casualties across the region.

AAP has likewise supported
FIA capacity-building in motor
sport through sustained partic-
ipation in education and leader-
ship initiatives. The FIA Immer-
sion Program, now in its fifth
edition, welcomed future lead-
ers from 15 nations—including
the Philippines—for a week of
cross-disciplinary learning in
mobility, sustainability, com-
munications, and sport opera-
tions, capped by an immersive
race-weekend experience at
Rallye du Mont-Blanc.

Senior executives from FIA
clubs worldwide also contin-
ued professional development
through the FIA University. The
Senior Executive Program, de-
livered with the Columbia Busi-
ness School in New York in Oc-
tober, focused on ethical AI and
how it can enhance strategic

leadership and decision-mak-
ing.

The Senior Executive Pro-
gram in New York was preced-
ed by the five-day Advanced
Leadership Program in Paris
in September, which provided
practical frameworks on sus-
tainable practices, innovation,
and stronger fan and mem-
ber engagement. Participants
gained insights from leading
French institutions—from the
French Tennis Federation at

Roland Garros to PSG FC’s fan
and loyalty ecosystem at Parc
des Princes.

With his new regional man-
date, Ferreria is expected to
deepen AAP’s contribution to
FIA’s Asia-Pacific agenda. “I
am dedicated to advancing the
region. Together with the AAP
team, we will focus on improv-
ing communication, expanding
membership, and collaborating
with FIA to identify commer-
cially sustainable programs for
our clubs,” he said.

For AAP members and
stakeholders, Ferreria’s elec-
tion reflects the recognition of
Philippine leadership within
the federation and an opportu-
nity to accelerate the country’s
role in shaping safer roads,
stronger mobility services, and
more inclusive motor sport de-
velopment across Asia and the
Pacific. In addition to serving as
FIA Region II president, Ferre-
ria continues to serve in the FIA
Senate—further reinforcing
AAP’s voice in global policy and
regional direction-setting.

Newly elected FIA Region II President and current AAP Pres-
ident Joe Ferreria (leftmost) with former Region II President
and current AAVietnam President Greig Craft, FIA President
Mohammed Ben Sulayem, FIA Senate President Carmelo Sanz
De Barros and FIA Deputy President forMobility Tim Sherman.

OnOctober 22, 2025 at the Columbia Business School in New
York, AAP President Joe Ferreria joined 26 executive leaders
from FIAmember clubs worldwide for an FIA University
program focused on AI ethics and business strategy.

On September 22, 2025, AAP FVP forMembership Services
Melvin Pingal joined the FIA University Advanced Leadership
Program at the FIA headquarters in Paris to learn about
practical frameworks in AI-driven decision-making, innovation,
and fan andmember engagement.

AAP Advocacy AVP Cynthia Reyes participated in the FIA Re-
gion II “SafeMobility 4 All & 4 Life” kick-off session which was
held on October 7-8, 2025 at the InterContinental Chiang-Mai
Hotel in Thailand.

AAP, represented by AAP President Joe Ferreria, Chief of Staff
Pol David Infante, VP for Information Systems Technology Ryan
Monge, and AVP forMarketing and Communications Camille
Fallorina, joined the FIA Region II Ideas Forum and Business
Planning Session on November 12-13, 2025 in Tokyo.

On December 5, 2025, the
Automobile Association
Philippines (AAP) staged its
first-ever Insurance

Loyalty Jackpot, turning
every insurance renewal into
a chance to win exciting priz-
es.

This raffle was made pos-
sible by the valued partners
of AAP Insurance: Mercan-
tile Insurance, Cibeles

Insurance Corporation,

LOYAL AAPMEMBERS NAMEDWINNERS
OF FIRST-EVER AAP INSURANCE RAFFLE

Oona Insurance, and Allied-
bankers Insurance Corporation.

The raffle draw was
streamed live on the official
AAP Facebook page, where the
following MAJOR prize winners
were announced:

 Edsel Macatangay:
4-days-3-nights trip to Vietnam

 Jonathan M. Goyena: Ap-
ple iPhone 17 (256 GB)

ANGELO ANYAYAHAN
FERNANDEZ: Vespa Prima-
vera S

Winners will only be giv-
en 120 days to claim the priz-
es at the AAP Tower, locat-
ed at 683 Aurora Blvd., New
Manila, Quezon City. They
must present their winning
e-raffle coupon, AAP mem-
bership card, and valid gov-
ernment-issued ID.
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Electric tricycles are trans-
forming Philippine trans-
portation, promising afford-
able, eco-friendly mobility.
But they’re creating a deadly
mismatch on our roads that
the government’s highway
ban barely addresses.

The physics are unfor-
giving. An e-trike travel-
ing at 25-40 kph on a road
where cars move at 60-80
kph creates collision sce-
narios equivalent to hit-
ting a stationary object. At
these speed differentials,
accidents become inevita-
ble—especially at night, on
curves, or in poor weather
when reaction time is al-
ready compromised.

Worse, these vehicles
offer virtually no occupant
protection. Unlike tradi-
tional motorized tricycles

E-Trikes: A Road Safety Crisis Waiting to Happen
with steel frames, e-trikes use
lightweight metals and plastics
designed to maximize battery
efficiency and minimize cost. In
even moderate-speed crashes,
these materials don’t crumple
to absorb impact—they disin-
tegrate. Passengers have essen-
tially zero protection.

The current approach cre-
ates dangerous illusions. Ban-
ning e-trikes from national
highways while allowing them
on provincial and municipal
roads doesn’t solve the prob-
lem—these roads routinely see
speeds of 40-60 kph or higher.
The partial ban suggests these
vehicles are “safe enough” for
certain roads when they’re ac-
tually unsafe anywhere they
share space with significantly
faster traffic.

E-trikes serve legitimate
needs for short-distance, af-

fordable transport. The solu-
tion isn’t banning them out-
right—it’s matching vehicle
capabilities with appropriate
environments. E-trikes should
be restricted to enclosed areas
with controlled access: residen-

tial subdivisions, gated com-
munities, campuses, and des-
ignated low-speed zones where
traffic patterns are predictable
and speeds are uniformly low.

Where communities want
e-trikes on public roads, those
roads must be redesigned with
dedicated lanes and physical
separation from higher-speed
traffic. Painted lines won’t
suffice. Any e-trike operating
outside enclosed areas must
meet minimum structural safe-
ty standards—roll bars, im-
pact-resistant compartments,
and crash-tested integrity. If
a vehicle can’t protect occu-
pants in a 40 kph collision, it
shouldn’t be on roads where
such collisions are possible.

I understand the socioeco-
nomic concerns. E-trikes pro-
vide livelihoods and affordable
transport. But we cannot build

transportation policy on ac-
ceptable casualties. Every time
we allow unsafe vehicles on our
roads for convenience or econ-
omy, we gamble with human
lives.

Other nations have faced
similar challenges with low-
speed electric vehicles. Success-
ful approaches share common
elements: clear speed-environ-
ment matching, structural safe-
ty standards, and political will
to enforce them.

We need comprehensive
legislation that acknowledges
e-trikes’ utility while protect-
ing public safety. Local govern-
ments must enforce rational
vehicle standards despite po-
litical pressure. Manufacturers
should embrace safety as com-
petitive advantage. And Filipi-
nos should demand better—a
transportation system that
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doesn’t force us to choose
between affordability and
safety.

Thequestion isn’twheth-
er we can afford stricter reg-
ulation. It’s whether we can
afford not to implement it
before inevitable tragedies
mount. The lives at stake are
our neighbors, our children,
our fellow citizens. They
deserve roads designed for
protection, not peril.

Augustus Ferreria is
President of the Automo-
bile Association Philippines
and President of FIA Region
2, representing 24 member
automobile clubs across the
Asia Pacific. He has been ac-
tively involved in road safe-
ty advocacy and automotive
governance throughout the
region.

Wrapping up another year
of giving value back to club
members, the Automobile As-
sociation Philippines (AAP)
held the raffle draw of the
AAP 94th Anniversary Grand
Raffle-2nd Leg on December
5, 2025, at the AAP Tower in
Quezon City. It was streamed

LUCKYMEMBERS JOIN CIRCLE OF AAP GRAND RAFFLEWINNERS
live on AAP’s official Facebook
page.

Congratulations to the
following AAP members
who emerged as major prize
winners:

• Rafael M. Cruz Jr.: Caltex
vouchers worth P20,000

• Giovanie Sapio Bayawan:
Motolite vouchers worth
P20,000

• Jousseff Ramund T.
Jaranilla: 265 Garmin Fore-
runner watch

• David Marc Mendoza
Ramos: AAP Travel vouchers
worth P50,000

• Leo Roque Dimaculan
Atanacio: one-year car insur-
ance from AAP Insurance

The grand prize, an AAP
Limited Edition 2025 Toyota
Hilux Conquest, was raffled
off to Jan Christian Lopez.

Winners can claim their
prizes at the AAP Tower lo-

cated at 683 Aurora Blvd., New
Manila, Quezon City. They
should bring and present the
following:

• winning e-raffle coupon
• AAP membership card
• valid government-issued

ID

Winners are only given 120
days upon receipt of notifica-
tion to claim their prizes.

To checkout the raffle draw
and stay updated on AAP’s
future raffles and
events, follow AAP’s
official Facebook page at
@aaphilippines.


