LTO and MMDA officials speak up
for Road Safety at 1st Usapan AAP

Usapan AAP a series of monthly roundtable talks with the media and government and private

I n the morning of September 28, 2012, the Automobile Association Philippines (AAP) launched

sector individuals actively involved in promoting road safety. Hosted by AAP in the lobby of its
28 EDSA Greenbhills office, the first Usapan AAP had as guests of honor Land Transportation Office
(LTO) Assistant Secretary Virginia P Torres and Metro Manila Development Authority (MMDA) As-
sistant General Manager Emerson Carlos representing MMDA Chairman Francis Tolentino, who
was suddenly called by President Aquino to attend the opening of a new underpass in Quezon City.
Usapan AAP was emceed by Philippine Star columnist Cito Beltran.

Usapan AAP was conceived as an in-
formal, congenial gathering where the
media could meet, talk and have
brunch with government officials and
influential private sector personalities
who share AAP's goal to make motor-
ing and commuting safe for all road
users. As AAP president Gus Lagman
said in his welcome remarks, "The fo-
rum we are having now will be a con-

tinuing activity for AAP As everybody
knows, everything we do here in AAP
is for the benefit of motorists. So any-
thing that concerns motorists, we'd
like to be involved in it. In fact, we'd
like to make motoring a pleasure,
which includes, of course, road safety,
our number one advocacy.”

The media present addressed ques-
tions to Torres and Carlos about the Li-

censing and regulation of electric vehi-
cles, the law on modifying exhaust
pipes, the Carabuena case, the basis
for the revocation of a driver's license,
whether the LTO properly inspects mo-
tor vehicles before their registration,
the validity and proper use of com-
memorative plates, what the flashing
of headlights means in the Philippines,
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MMDA Assistant General Manager for Operations Emerson Carlos, LTO Assistant
Secretary Virginia P Torres, AAP VP Johnny Angeles and AAP President Gus
Lagman at the Ist Usapan AAP last month.




KBl CHLPPNEDALYNQURER
Join the AAP Travel Caravan to Rizal

AFTER the three successful Drive
Tourism caravans organized by the Au-
tomobile  Association  Philippines
(AAP), the national auto club is gear-
ing again for another exciting travel
event. This time, it will be organized
by AAP Travel, a fully owned sub-
sidiary of AAR in coordination with the
Department of Tourism and the desti-
nation is Rizal province on Saturday,
November 17, 2012.

The theme of this November's one-
day AAP Travel caravan is "Rizal: A Vis-
it to the Cradle of Philippine Art and
Nature". It will give participants an op-
portunity to discover and explore the
remarkable and globally recognized
tourist destinations in Rizal.

Famous for its artistic, religious and
cultural heritage, diverse natural and
man-made attractions and magnifi-
cent views, Rizal will give caravaners
an experience not usually expected
from urban destinations - an experi-
ence with the soothing touch of nature
and art. Despite the industrial growth
Rizal is going through, the local gov-
ernment and its people make sure that
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the effectiveness of number coding
in improving traffic flow, whether
motorcycle lanes have reduced the
number of road accidents, the pos-
sibility of establishing truck lanes
and the delay in the issuance of li-
cense plates for newly registered
cars.

Torres apologized for the delay in
the release of new license plates
which she said was caused by
glitches in the printing of the plates
that cause the plates to deteriorate

prematurely. She added that the
problem should be solved in about
two weeks.

Some of the questions articulated
by Lagman were the ones emailed
to him by an AAP member who had
read about Usapan AAP Lagman ex-
pressed the hope that more AAP
members would participate in Us-
apan AAP either by sending in their
questions or actually attending the
open forum.

The first Usapan AAP started ear-

The Daranak Waterfall is 14 meters high and has natural vegetation.

the arts, nature, and culture always re-
main their home province's most trea-
sured assets.

The caravan will first head to the
serene and pristine falls that epitomize

adre mountain range.

LTO and MMDA officials speak up
for Road Safety at 1st Usapan AAP

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM

ly, ahead of time, and broke up ear-
ly before brunch was served be-
cause the LTO chief had to attend a
meeting with public transport lead-
ers at 11 o'clock. Before leaving,
Torres said, "Through Usapan AAR
we can all promote road safety and
raise public awareness. We need ev-
eryone's help to minimize accidents
in the streets. I thank AAP for all
their activities that complement our
goals to champion the motorists' in-
terest and safety.”

the tranquility of Rizal's milieu.
Daranak, a preserved waterfall with
natural vegetation, beautiful ponds,
and rivers flowing through intricate
humid trees and plants, is 14 meters

of Thunderbird Resort overlooks
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The Franciscan-built Baras Church, a Rizal tourist attraction for over 300 years.

high and a truly inspiring site. A short
walk over the top of Daranak reveals
smaller and cascading streams known
as the Batlag Falls, where a unique
rock formation has water following its
unpredictable  delineations.  This
scenery and the peaceful setting de-
part from the conventional portrait of
a waterfall, making Batlag Falls a sight
to behold.

Nature lovers will surely appreciate
Flor's Garden -- a five-hectare garden
that is a sanctuary of birds and butter-
flies and a perfect natural home for
farming.

People interested in history will be
enchanted by the Binangonan Petro-
glyphs, a cultural heritage site that is
recognized as the most prehistoric Fil-
ipino relic with rock engravings and
127 drawings of human and animal
figures.

Also offered as options during the
caravan are tours to historic religious
sites such as the long-standing Francis-
can-built Baras Church which has been
a Rizal tourist attraction for over 300
years, and Antipolo Church, the home
of Antipolo's renowned miraculous
icon, the Our Lady of Peace and Good
Voyage.

The caravaners will have their lunch
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at the elegant Thunderbird Resort
which will give them a chance to relax
and enjoy fascinating views as itis situ-
ated in the Binangonan foothills of the
Sierra Madre mountain range.

Other places that art lovers can visit
during the caravan are the Blanco
Family Museum and Yab Designs, the
home of scenic crafts of Rizalian
artists.

To promote creativity among the
caravaners, AAP Travel is organizing a
photo contest on the day of the cara-
van itself. With the theme "In Rizal ,art
and nature thrive”, the participants are
encouraged to show their talent in
photography while exhibiting the
beauty of Rizal. The winner will re-
ceive a grand prize.

AAP members, their families and
friends as well as non-members are
encouraged to join the caravan to dis-
cover the wonders of Rizal. The regis-
tration fee includes breakfast, buffet
lunch with bottomless drinks at
Thunderbird Resort, merienda, en-
trance fees, freebies, and handouts.
For more information, please call
(02) 655-5889 local 825 or
09174495169 and look for Maricel or
Eden. Or visit us at www.aapcara-
van.webnode.com.
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Automobile Association Philippines Lingkod (AAPL) and Webcast Information Technologies
(WTI) recently signed a contract whereby WTlwill supply and upgrade the Global Positioning
System of AAPL. Shown signing the contract are WTI Sales and Marketing Manager Mario
Miguel Bautista (seated, left) and AAPL Operations Manager Joey Mundo with (standing left
to right) WTI's Marketing Officer Joanne Orias, WTI Chief Operating Officer Bernardo Abis,
AAP Treasurer Jacinto Mantaring and WTI Account Manager Timothy John Dayrit as
witnesses. With the WTI GPS series upgrade, AAPL will be able to keep track of all its tow
trucks, quick service vehicles, full support vehicles and motorcycle units in real time.
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holds 4th AAP Drive Tour Caravan to

Rizal:

A Visit to the Cradle of Philippine Art and Nature
November 17, 2012

Visit Antipolo Church, a heritage landmark. Each year, especially during the month of May, thousands visit
the Our Lady of Peace and Good Voyage (Patron Saint of Travelers); explore Binangonan Petroglyphs, a
national culture treasure included in the World's Inventory of Rock Art; be amazed by the aesthetic old and
contemporary art designs of Blanco Family Museum and Yab Designs: feel nature’s wonder in Daranak
Falls, a 14-meter high waterfall at the foot of Tanay mountains and discover Flor's Garden, s hidden
sanctuary of birds and butterflies in the forest of Antipolo. Bring home Antipolo's famous suman (rice rolls),
mangoes and cashew nuts.

Region IV

Drive and Visit (Other Sites): | Thunderbird Resort | Baras Church | Batlag Falls |

Join our Photo Contest and get a chance 1o win an overnight for two at Th

Resort.

Registration fee: P 1,500.00 per head (Limited slots onlyl) Members of AAP get 20% discount. Apply now
to be a member and automatically get a discount.

Inclusions: breakfast, buffet lunch w/ free flowing drinks at Thunderbird Resort, merienda, entrance fees,
freebies, handouts

For information, please call (02) 655-5889 loc.825 or 09174495169 and look for Maricel or Eden. E-mall us
at asptravel@zap.org.ph and mequiestas@yahoo.com or visit us at www.sapcaravan.webnode.com,

Sponsored by:
@ @ Thunderbird






